
From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Craig Gates

Stockwell. Hope

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Funding

Wednesday, August 1,2018 1:53:01 PM

Hope,

Please accept these comments as a direct reflection of where the funding for AIS

should come from.

The Cooperative's of Montana stood tall when the need for a call went out to help

stop the AIS issue and once again the hydro power users are asked to pay for an

issue that they did not create. The plan to stop the spread was quite frankly only

effective about 1/3 of the time (due to the number of hours spent checking and

cleaning boats).

The fact is very simple, AIS was imported from boats that were let onto the waters of

Montana. The cost of fixing the dams that create power from that water are going to

incur additional cost that will be the burden of the cooperative member (that did not

cause the problem). So, in effect, AIS collection of funds and then fixing the

equipment needed to generate power after the AtS takes hold at the dam, is going to

create a double taxation to the cooperative members'

The entire burden the AIS situation should lay solely with the those that created the

issue, watercraft and recreational users. 100o/o of the funding should come for the

cause causer, not the people that now have to deal with the issue after the fact and

pay twice for an AIS issue.

Thank you,

Craig Gates



From: Dede Draper

Toi Stockwell. Hope

Subject: AIS funding

Date: Wednesday, August 1, 2018 2:03:09 PM

Hello,

I am a Director of Fall River Rural Electric Cooperative which serves the West Yellowstone area with electricity.

Last year we participated in funding this incredibly important task because it was an emergency situation. We were
assured that this was only a stop gap measure and that pennanent funding would not include the hydropower
industry in the future.

In my opinion the State's general fund is the fairest source of funding AIS. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it
comes to infestations of AIS.

We were happy to participate to make sure this happened, but our rate payer/owners should not be burdened with
this expense.

Thank you for your consideration.

Best,

Dede Draper



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gretchen Boardman

Stockwell, Hope

AIS funding proposal

Wednesday, August 1, 2018 4i15:26 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am writing to encourage you to keep the proposed funding for the Aquatic lnvasive Species as it is

stated as of iuly 2018. I appreciate that no hydropower was included in the proposal. Being an

electrical co-op that did not oppose the fee in 2017 due to Montana's budget shortfall we helped

out, on this one time bosis, in a positive manner to be an assistant to make sure our waters were

safe. lt is appreciated that the legislative leaders followed suit and allowed the hydropower fee to

sunset in 2019. I believe the proposed funding is targeting the right people to help keep the invasive

species away and waters safe. All Montanan's are victims in this if the aquatic invasive species

spread, however, we appreciate and recognize the hard work that the EQC has put together to

suggest significant funding from the States general fund which is the appropriate funding source

when considering that all Montanans' are victims. Thank you for your consideration.

Gretchen Boardman
General Manager
406.654.2040
Big Flat Electric



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

herberts@nemont.net
Stockwell, Hope

AIS

Thursday, August 2, 2018 8:48:56 AM

Dear Hope:

NorVal Electric Cooperative did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the

2017 session because, in view ofthe state budget shortfall at the time,

we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the program going.

In response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee

and House and Senate floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS

hydropower fee was intended only as a bridge to the next legislative

session. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the

hydropower fee to sunset in20l9 as scheduled under current state law. The

EQC proposal honors that commitment and thank you for that. Hydropower is

not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS. We believe that

because all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation,

meaning all would become victims. For that reason, in our view, the

state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for AIS.

Thank you for listening to me.

Doreen Vaira-Herbert
NorVal Electric Cooperative member



From: Allen Martinell

To: Stockwell, Hope

Subject: Funding Options For Aquatic Invasive Species
Dater Thursday, August 2, 20lB 5:47:32PM

Legislative Staffer Hope Stockwell,
I would like to comrnent on proposed Aquatic Invasive Species legislation funding. First , thank you in advance for
you consideration.
ln2017 the electric coops in Montana did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee because of the state budget shortfall
wo were willing to shoulder the majority of cost to keep the program going. In response, legislative leadership stated
on the record in both the House and Senate floor deliberations that they recognition AIS hydropower fee was
intended as a bridge to the next Legislative session.
Legislative leadership made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in 2019 as scheduled
under current state law. The currant EQC proposal honors that commitment.
Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS.
IT IS MY BELIEF THAT SINCE ALL MONTANA CITIZENS WOULD BE IMPACTED BY AN AIS
INFESTATION, THE STATE GENERAL FUND IS THE FAIREST SOURCE OF FL]NDING FORAIS.
Thank you for taking action on this important issue and for your consideration.

Best Regards,
Allen Martinell, Board Chairman
Vigilante Electric Coop
Dillon, Montana



From: D.Grob@flathead.coop

To: Stockwell. HoPe

Subject: Aquatic funding

Date: Saturday, August 4, 2018 9:23:41 AM

It is unfair to raise our rates even more than BPA current rates by charging us for Aquatic species

funding, BpA is above market prices. WE ratepayers of BPA are NOT the cause of the problem'

Doug Grob
Flathead Electric Member
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From: Tina Taurman
To: Stockwell. Hooe

Subject: Aquatic invasive species.

Date: Tuesday, August 7, 2018 5:55:05 PM

I am pleased with the funding proposal set forth by EQC at the July funding proposal meeting.
As you are aware, legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in
2019 as scheduled under current state law. Thank you for honoring that commitment.
We, as electric cooperatives, did not oppose the 2017 budgeting proposal as this is a very important issue within our
great State. However, hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS. Therefore funding
from water craft, fisheries, and other cariers should shoulder the cost.

We believe that because all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would
become victims. For that reason, in our view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for
AIS.

Thank you for your time.

Tina Taurman
Board Director
Lincoln Electric Cooperative
Eureka, MT
Sent from my iPad.



From: Jerry BYgren

Toi Stockwell. HoPe

Subject Funding Aquatic Invasive Species

Attn: Environmental Quality Council

As a co-op member and Trustee, I wish to express my approval of the latest funding proposal

developed by the EQC.

Electric Cooperatives stepped up to the plate in 2017 when the state experienced a budget

shortfall and need funds to get the program started.

The AIS hydro power fees were intended as "bridge funding " only until the next legislative

committees meet as committed by the House & Senate. Legislative leaders made a

commitment for this Hydro Power fee to have a2 year life ending rn20l9 as scheduled by

current state law. The EQC proposal honors that commitment.

Hydro power is NOT a cost causer of the infestations of AIS. Cost causer should be cost

puy"rr.^ The proposed funding plan appears to designate the proper groups including the
^G.r"rul 

f'und and NOT just Hyrdo related co-op members. Since all citizens of Montana

would be impacted by the AIS infestation, the states general fund appears to be the fairest

source of funding,

Jerry Bygren, Trustee/Member
Flathead Electric Co-op



From: t.crooks@flathead.coop
Toi Stockwell. Hope

Subject: AIS Funding

Date: Wednesday, August 8, 2018 6:33:08 PM

Greetings Ms. Stockwell,

This note comes to encourage Montana to exclude the funding of the AIS program through legislation
which will place the financial burden on the electric coops through BPA.

AIS is a problem of all Montana and having the COOPS carry the load of funding is unfair for the coops
themselves and unfair to the individuals in the coop who are not and will not be on the cutting edge of
creating the problem. Hydro is not the cost causer in the AIS problem.

Rate payers such a retired folks, single widows and everyone else who never access our water ways are
not responsible for the spared of these invasive species. Most are not enlarge in boating or fishing which
presents the greatest chance of spreading these nasty bugs etc.

On the other hand it is something that should be funded by all residents within the water system and
that logically would come though tax dollars out of the general fund, sportsman and boaters who use the
water ways.

It is my understanding that hydro funding was intended to be only a temporary fix and would be
excluded in the 2019 scheduling. We should keep that agreement.

Thank you for your service and consideration of my thoughts.

Terry Crooks
650 Granite Creek Road
Libby Montana 59923
406-293-1629

This message has been scanned for malware by Forcepoint. www.forceooint.com



From: Kris Ingenthron

To: Stockwell. HoDe

Subject: AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

1. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session

because, in view of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to

the plate and help get the expanded program going;

2. In response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House and

Senate floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended

only as a bridge to the next legislative session;

3. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to

sunset in 2019 as scheduled under current state law;

4. The EQC proposal honors that commitment.

5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS;

6. We believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation,

meaning all would become victims. For that reason, in our view, the state's general fund

is, overall, the fairest source of funding for AIS.

Cooperatively yours
Marias River Electric Cooperative, Inc.



Fromi DeeDee

To: StockwelLHope
Subject: AIS

Date: Monday, August 13,2018 2:39:41 PM

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

As a member of Tongue River Electric Cooperative and Board President I see a lot of
Legislation that could or will

impact our Cooperative and its members. I feel strongly that including member owned
Cooperatives to help fund the AIS would in fact be a rate driver for our members. I believe
that all citizens of Montana

would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would become victims. For that reason,
in my view, the state's general fund is , overall the fairest source of funding for AIS.

Sincerely,

DeeDee Isaacs

Board President

406.784.2720

Tongue River Electric Cooperative

Ashland, MT



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Raquel Reno-Morast

Stockwell. Hooe

AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Monday, August 13,2018 3:32:53 PM

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council:

The electric cooperatives in Montana did not oppose the Aquatic Invasive Species IAIS)

hydropower fee in the2017 session. We were willing to step to the plate and help get

the program going. The understanding was the hydropower fee would end in 201'9.

Hydropower does not cause the infestations of AIS. AII citizens of Montana would be

impacted by AIS infestation. The fairest source of funding would be the general fund'

Sincerely,

Raquel Reno-Morast

Vigilante Electric Co-oP



From: Rick Knick

To: Stockwell. Hope

Subject: Aquatic Invasive Species
Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 7:56:24 AM

Members

Envircln mental Qua I ity Council

Legislaiive Environmental Policy Office
State Capital Building

1301 t. 6th Ave., Room 171

P.O. box 20flA4
Helena MT 59620-1704

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

This letter is our expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second
Aquatic lnvasive Species {AlS) Funding Proposal. We appreciate the fact that hydropower is not in
the current proposal because we feel that the AIS problem affects all Montanans, not just those
using hydropower.

Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session. ln view of the state
budget shortfall at the tinre, we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the prograrn going

even though hydlopower does not promulgate infestation.

We firmly believe that going forward, fLrrrding should come from the entities that potentially carry
the AIS and the balance from the state's general fund.

Sincerely,

Rick Knick

General Manager

Sheridan Electric Co,op

t\ledicine l-ake, Montana



From: Marj Cunningham

Toi Stockwell, Hone

Subiect: AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Date: Tuesdav, August 14, 2018 8:16:21 AM

8/14/2018

Environmental Quality Council (EQC)

Legislative Environmental Policy Office

State Capitol Building

1301 E. 6th Ave., Room 171

P.O. Box 201104

Helena, MT 59620-1704

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council:

lam writing this letter in opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second

Aquatic lnvasive Species (AlS) Funding Proposal.

I do not feel that hydropower is the cause of the infestation seen in our waterways, and

strongly believe that future funding should come from the entities that potentially carry the

AIS and the state's generalfund.

Sincerely,

Marj Cunningham

Montana Resident



From:
To:
Subjectt
Date:

mtheart3@gmail.com

StockwelLHope; mtlazz@aol.com

AIS Funding

Tuesday, August 14, 2018 8:21:27 AM

Ms. Stockwell,

As a member of Vigilante Electric Co-op and as a trustee of the Co-op I am opposed to EeC
recommending funding for the AIS mitigation efforts which includes any "tax" imposed on
energy sales by electric cooperatives. As electric cooperatives in the state of Montana we did
not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session although hydropower generation is
not the cause of the problem related to AlS. ln addition we stepped up and helped
temporarlly bridge the funding until a permanent solution could be determined. We were
assured at that time by the legislative leadership that they would allow this temporary AIS
funding source to sunset by the 2019 session. We appreciate that the EeC proposed funding
honors that commitment. We feel the cost causers should fund the effort to mitigate the AIS
infestations. lfthatisnotpossible,onlythenwouldwerecommendthatthecostsbespread
amongst all who would ultimately be impacted. ln this case that would mean virtually all of us
Montanans and the costs should come from the state's general fund. This happening after a

thorough evaluation of the best AIS mitigation tactics is evaluated and strict accountability
held for that funding. Thank you for your time !

Sincerely,

Sharon Lasich

2084 MT Highway 41 S

Twin Bridges, MT 59754

Phone 406-684-5792



Fromi jon@midrivers'com

To: Stockwell. HoDe

Subiect AIS funding Proposal Y EQC

Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 8:22:32 AM

l,m in support of excluding hydro power from the Als funding as proposed by legislature's EQC



Froml
To:
Subject:
Date:

Scott Westlund
Stockwell. Hope

AIS

Tuesday, August 14, 2018 8:25:40 AM

To whom it may concern;
I fully stand behind this effort to keep the funding sources to fight AIS away from any
hydropower. I am a member, who loves the state, yet understands that electric rates affect
my entire family.
Please stay away from any hydropower sources of funding.
Scott Westlund

Dear Managers and Directors,

We are issuing this urgent reminder of the need for our co-op people - managers, other
staff and directors - to email comments in support of excluding hydropower from the AIS
funding mix as proposed by the Legislature's Environmental Quality Council (EaC). To
help ensure your comments are seen by EQC prior to its Sept. 12-13 meeting, please
submit your comments no later than August 23. Comments should be sent to EQC staffer
Hope Stockwell. Her email is hstockwell@mt.gov. You can either send an attachment or
in the body of the email. Suggested subject line is: "AIS Funding Proposal by EQC." A
suggested salutation to use in addressing the Council is: "Dear Members of the
Environmental Quality Council." We urge you to share this email with co-op staff to ask
their help as well.

lndividual emails encouraged
We strongly urge that each person submit individual emails to Ms. Stockwell, in addition
to signing joint letters of comment. At EQC's last meeting it was very apparent that EeC
members are counting the number of email comments for and against its funding proposal.

KEY TALKING POINTS for your comments:

1. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session
because, in view of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to
the plate and help get the expanded program going;

2. ln response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House
and Senate floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was
intended only as a bridge to the next legislative session;

3. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to
sunset in 2019 as scheduled under current state law;

4. The EQC proposal honors that commitment.
5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of Als;
6. We believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation,

meaning all would become victims. For that reason, in our view, the state's general
fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for AlS.

PLEASE ACT NOW. THIS IS LIKELY OUR LAST OPPORTUNITY PRIOR TO THE 2019
LEGISLATIVE SESSION TO SUBMIT COMMENTS ON THIS CRITICAL ISSUE. Later this
week, we will also issue to our grassroots - via short video - another call to action on this
issue.



Thank you for your help. Should you have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask.

Also, we would appreciate your sending a copy of your comments to us so we can have a

better idea of the number of comments being submitted'

Best Regards,

Gary Wiens
Montana Electric Cooperatives' Association
(406) 868-e177 (c)
(406)761-8333 (o)
(406) 761-833e (f)

Scott Westlund
Member Service and Marketing Manager

Sher idan E I ectic C o oP erativ e

Medicine Lake, Mt.



From:
lo:
Subject:
Date:

Brent Kluth

Stockwell, Hope

AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Tuesday, August 14, 2018 9:02:43 AM

Members
Environmental Quality Council
Legislative Environmental Policy Office
State Capitol Building
1301 E. 6th Ave., Room 171

P.O. Box 201704
Helena. MT 59620-1704
Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,
This email is an expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS) Funding Proposal based on the following:
l. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session because, in
view of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the
program going;
2. In response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House and
Senate floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended only as a bridge to
the next legislative session;

3' Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in
20 I 9 as scheduled under current state law;
4. The current EQC proposal honors that commitment;
5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS;
6. Much appreciation is given to the fact that hydropower is not in the current proposal because
AIS is a problem that impacts all Montanans, not just hydropower users.
Thank you honoring the commitments made in the original funding process.
Brent Kluth McCone director



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ken Ehli

Stockwell. Hope

AI5
Tuesday, August 14, 2018 9:02:49 AM

Sent from my iPadMembers

Environmental QualitY Council

Legislative Environmental Policy Offi ce

State Capitol Building
1301 E. 6th Ave., Room 171

P.O. Box 201704

Helena, MT 5962A'1704

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

This email is an expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second Aquatic

Invasive Species (AIS) Funding Proposal based on the following:

l. Electric cooperatives did noioppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session because, in

view of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the

program going;

i. ti..rponr., legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House and

Senate floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended only as a bridge to

the next legislative session;

3. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in

20 1 9 as scheduled under current state law;

4. The current EQC proposal honors that commitment;

5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS;

O. Much appreciation is given to the fact that hydropower is not in the current proposal because

AIS is a problem that impacts all Montanans, not just hydropower users.

Thank you honoring the commitments made in the original funding process'

Best Regards,

Ken Ehli
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From: Karen Morales

To: Stockwell. HoPe

Subjectr AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 9:43:14 AM

811412018

Environmental Quality Council (EQC)

Legislative Environmental Policy Office

State Capitol Building

1301 E. 6th Ave., Room l-71

P.O. Box 20t704

Helena, MT 59620-1704

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council:

I am writing this letter in opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the second

Aquatic lnvasive Species (AlS) Funding Proposal'

I do not feel that hydropower is the cause of the infestation seen in our waterways, and

strongly believe that future funding should come from the entities that potentially carry the

AIS and the state's general fund.

Sincerely,

Karen Morales

Montana Resident



From: W.Ostrom-Price@flathead.coop
To: Stockwell. Hope

Subject: RE: AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

llli' llillil:i'i'i1i:'111i'il'i'T . . ".-
Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,
We strongly urge you to now support excluding hydropower from the AIS funding mix as
proposed. As you are aware, hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations
of AlS. We believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation,
meaning all would become victims. For that reason, in our view, the state's general fund is,
overall, the fairest source of funding for AlS.
Legislative leadership have stated on the record in both committee and House and Senate
floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended only as a
bridge to the next legislative session, so now it's time to hold them to the commitment they
made to allow the hydropower fee to sunset in 2019 as scheduled under current state law.
We appreciate the EQC's proposal to honor that commitment.
Wendy Ostrom Price

Wendy Ostrom Price
Public Relations Officer
Flathead Electric Cooperative, lnc.
2510 US Highway 2 East
Kalispell, MT. 59901
406-751-1820
w.ostrom-price@flathead.coop
www.flatheadelectric.com

From: Stockwell, Hope Imailto:HStockwell@mt.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, August L4,201,8 3:21 PM

To: Wendy Ostrom Price <W.Ostrom-Price@flathead.coop>

Subject: RE: AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

You can resend it if you'd like. I will not alter the original.

From: w.osltom-Price(,l{lathead.coop Inrailto:w.Ostrom-price@fialhead.coop]
Sent: Tuesday, August 14,2AL8 1:18 PM

To: Stockwell, Hope <HStockwel{@ mt.gov>
Subject: RE: AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Thank you Hope. Noticed a typo (double up) in salutation. 6

Wendy Ostrom Price
Public Relations Officer
Flathead Electric Cooperative, lnc.
2510 US Highway 2 East
Kalispell, MT.59901
406-751 -1 820
w.ostrom-price@flathead.coop



www.flatheadelectric.com

From: Stockwell, Hope lnrailto : HStockwel I @ mt ggv]

Sent: Tuesday, August 1,4,201'812:36 PM

To: Wendy Ostrom Price <W. Ostrom - P rice (dflathead'coctp>

Subject: RE: AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Thank you for your comments. They will be given to the Environmental Quality Council for

consideration at its September 12-13 meeting'

Hope

Hope Stockwell

Research Analyst

Montana Legislative Services Division

406-444-9280

hstockwell@ rnt.gov

From: W.ostrom.Priee@flathead'coop Inrailto:W osrrom-Price@flathead coop]

Sent: Monday, August 13, 2018 4:48 PM

To: Stockwell, Hope <Hstockwell fd mt. gov>

Subject: AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Dear Members of the of the Environmental Quality Council,

Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session because,

in view of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate and

help get the expanded program going. We strongly urge you to now support excluding

hydropower from the AIS funding mix as proposed.

ns vol are aware, hydropower ii not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS'

We believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning

all would become victims. For that reason, in our view, the state's general fund is, overall,

the fairest source of funding for AlS.

Legislative leadership havJstated on the record in both committee and House and Senate

flo6r deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended only as a

bridge to the next legislative sesiion, so now it's time to hold them to the commitment they

made to allow the hfdropower fee to sunset in 2019 as scheduled under current state law.

we appreciate the EQC',s proposal to honor that commitment.

Wendy Ostrom Price

Wendy Ostrom Price
Public Relations Officer
Flathead Electric Cooperative, lnc.

2510 US HighwaY 2 East
Kalispell, MT.59901
4A6-751-1820
w.ostrom-price @tlalheadcooP
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From:
lo:
Subject:
Date:

Tom
Stockwell, Hope

Aquatic invasive species proposal by EQC

Tuesday, August 14, 20lB 9:25l.42 Pl4

Members of the Environmental Quality Council:

My name is Tom Helm. My wife and I live, fann, and have raised a family at Toston on the banks fo the Missouri

River just upstream from Canyon Ferry Lake. I am a member and trustee of Vigilante Electric Cooperative at

Dillon, MT.
Thank you for excluding the hydropower fee in the A.I.S. Funding Proposal. ln20l7 our co-op did not oppose the

fee thai was being placed on oru 5000 mernbers because we were assured that it was a2 year stop gap measure that

would be allowed to sunset in 2019. Thank you for honoring that commitment.

Hydropower is not the cost causer when it comes to A.l.S. Infestations. A.I.S. Impact all Montanans. All

Montanans should helP PaY for it.

I, for one, am not convinced that we have aquatic invasive species. I have seen no follow-up sampling results from

either Tiber or Canyon Ferry Lakes that confirmed the mussel is here'

Thank you for your time and effort on the council.

TomHelm
406-439-5643



From!
Tor

Subjectr
Date:

Russ 8y'or Carol Bloom

StockwelL Hope

AIS funding proposal by the EQC

Wednesday, August 15, 2018 6:28:03 AM

Dear EQC members:
This letter is in support of EQC honoring it's promise not to include hydro-power as a

funding source to halt the spread of aquatic invasive species. During the last legistive session,
electric co-ops and other hydro generation entities stepped up and agreed to help fund the
program as a one time, emergency measure until long term funding was implemented at the
next legislative session. We kept our word: Now it is up to you to keep yours. Hydro
generating facilities are not the the cause of the invasive species so our rate paying customers
should not be expected to shoulder the financial burden.

Thank you.
Russell Bloom D.V.M., Director Sun River Electric Co-Op

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android



From: Theresa Haynie

To: Stockwell. HoPe

Subject: Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Funding Proposal

Date: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 10:48:36 AM

Members
Environmental Quality Council

Legislative Environmental Policy Office

State Capitol Building
1301 E. 6th Ave., Room 171

P.O. Box 201704

Helena, MT 59620-1704

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

This email is an expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second Aquatic Invasive

Species (AIS) Funding Proposal based on the following:

l. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session because, in view ofthe state

budget shortfail at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the program going;

2. In response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House and Senate floor

deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended only as a bridge to the next legislative

session;

3. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in 2019 as scheduled

under current state law;

4. The current EQC proposal honors that commitment;

5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS;

6. Much appreciation is given to the fact that hydropower is not in the current proposal because AIS is a problem

that impacts all Montanans, not just hydropower users'

Thank you honoring the commitments made in the original funding process.

Best Regards,

Theresa Haynie
PO Box 549

Circle, MT 59215



From: First Name Dave

To: Stockwell. Hope

Subject: "AIS funding proposal'

Date: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 2:53:40 PM

As a concerned angler hoping to have a voice in this funding proposal......l say NO !

How ridiculous. The Dams are not going anywhere. The hydroelectric entities
continue to make $$, therefor I believe they should continue to provide their share of
the cost into the future. While the common everyday angler gets only pleasurable
recreation on the water bodies, we get zero back financially, only depreciation of our
equipment. So what appears to be penalizing anglers (primarily), I would think there is
a better way. How about just moderately raising the Conservation fee so EVERYONE
would contribute to the funding ?. Sticking it to boater/angler is not right.

David Nester
Whitehall

"You have the rest of your life to solve your problems. How long you live
depends on how well you do it."



From: M.lohnson@flathead.coop

To: Stockwell. Hope

Subject AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council:

I am writing in support of excluding hydropower from the AIS funding mix as proposed by the

Legislature's EQC. I appreciate the fact that the EQC is following through on the assurances that

were given during the 2017 legislative session that other funding sources would be found by 2019

and hydroelectric generation would not be called upon post-2019 to fund AIS mitigation. As a

customer of the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), Flathead Electrlc Cooperative has seen

significant increases in its wholesale power costs over the past decade. The cost trajectory of BPA's

wholesale power rates is already unsustainable and to force additional costs on hydroelectric

generation would be disastrous.

Hydroelectric generation is not the cause of AIS issues, so it should not be a funding source for AIS

mitigation. We support cost causation principles that would have the cost causers, those who bring

the AIS into our state, be the cost payers. lf that cannot be done, then all Montanans, not just

hydroelectric customers, should bear the burden of funding AIS mitigation because all Montanans

will be impacted. The funding should come from the State's general fund.

Again, thank you to the EQC for honoring the commitment that was made on record in the 2017

legislature.

Sincerely,

Mark

Mark lohnson

General Manager

Flathead Electric Cooperative, lnc.

406-751-4412

This message has been scanned for malware by Forcepoint. www.forcepoint.com



Fromi Tod and Debbie Young

To: Stockwell. Hone

Subject: AIS Funding Proposed by EQC

Datei Thursday, August 16,2018 9:05:13 AM

Dear Members of the Environmental Council,

1. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session
because, in view of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to
the plate and help get the expanded program going;

2. ln response, Iegislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House
and Senate floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was
intended only as a bridge to the next legislative session;

3. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to
sunset in 2019 as scheduled under current state law;

4. The EQC proposal honors that commitment.
5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS;
6. We believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation,

meaning all would become victims. For that reason, in our view, the state's general
fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for AlS.
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From:
To:
Subject:

M. Parrish@flathead.cooP

Stockwell- Hope

AIS Funding Proposal bY EQC

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

I support the Council's decision to exclude hydropower from the AIS

funding mix. This makes sense to me because hydropower is clearly not a

cost czuser when it comes to infestations of AIS. I feel that Electric

Cooperatives did more than their fair share to help address the budget
shortfall in 2OL7 and as legislative leadership stated during committee and

House and Senate floor diicussions, the AIS hydropower fee was intended

only as a temporary measure until the next legislative session. It is my

tunderstanding that Legislative leaders made a commitment to sunset the
hydropower fee in 2019 and I am pleased to learn that the EQC proposal

honors that commitment. Clearly all Montana citizens would be impacted
by an AIS infestation which makes the state's general fund the fairest and

most appropriate funding source for managing infestations of AIS'

Sincerely,
Mike Parrish
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Fromi Ray Ellis

To: Stockwell. Hope
Subjectr AIS Funding proposat by EeC
Date: Friday, August t7, 20tB l2:L2:4t ?M

Dear Members of the Environmental euality Council:

ln the 2017 Legislative session many cooperatives were asked to help fund an new AIS program
because of a state budget shortfall. While it was burdensome to our members we agreed that the
issue required this extraordinary effort on our part. We did so with the understanding and promise
that this tax would sunset in 2019. Legislative leadership made a commitment to us that this would
be so.

We are grateful that the EQC proposal honors that commitment. Hydropower is not the cost causer
of this infestation but more the victim. All the citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS
infestation and for that reason, we believe that the state's general fund is the most fair source of
funding for the program.

Thank you for your effort and hard work,

Ray

V. Ray Ellis Jr.

General Manager

Lincoln Electric Cooperative/Rural Propane Services, LLC

PO Box 628

Eureka, MT 59917

406-889-3301



From: Kari Hammond

To: Stockwell, HoPe

Subject: AIS funding

Date: Friday, August 17,2018 2:11:01 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of Big Flat Electric cooperative. I live in Malta, MT. I am writing to let you know of

my support for the roc's funding proposal on aquatic invasive species' I support this proposal

because it excludes hydropowerl honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow the

hydropower fee for AIS to exPire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and I believe that all

citizens of Montana would be impacted by an Als infestation, meaning allwould become victims'

For that reason, in my view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for

AIS.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments'

Best Regards,

Kari Hammond
Office Manager
Big Flat Electric Co-oP., Inc.
406-6s4-2040



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maunder, Jim

Stockwell. Hope

Aquatic Invasive Species
Friday, August t7,20Le 2:31:45 PM

r;:ti Ebctric coopeiativ€_,t,liv€.ln8f, #er, pro$-o sr+
$b q: $itlB *,y,SrcporlyeiituH6rtrrg *hs euiii =*"-

hydnrpcxrer fee forAlS to expire.
i:

*.T **
. , 

= 
ffitr6tdt{{:*iiE.*ffi

..S- ,* i f*ti t.,,,*ffi; iwaterwa
ffiE €
a:

r,{4

::::rot l

Jim Maunder
Manager of Member Services
j maunder(@ravallielectric. com
(.106) 96 I -3001 cxt. 224

Ravalli Electric Co-op is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Ravalli Electric Co-op is an equal opporlunity provider and Employer. Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message,
including any aftachments, is for the sole usc ofthe intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. Any unauthorized review, copy, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. Ifyou are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies ofthe original message.



From:
To:
Subject:
Datei

Riley TommeruP

Stockwell. HoPe

AIS

Friday, August 17, 2018 2:58:51 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of Sheridan Electric cooperative. I live in Plentywood. I am

writing to let you know of my support for the EQC's funding proposal on

aquat; invasive species. I support this proposal because it excludes

hyd,opowe,, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow the

hydropower fee for AIS to exPire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and I

U.tl.u" that atl citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS

infestation, meaning all would become victims. For that reason, in my view,

the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for AIS'

Thank you for your consideration of my comments'

Best Regards,

Riley Tommerup



From:
Tol
Subject:
Date:

Scott Sweeny

Stockwell, Hope

Aquatlc Invasive Species

Friday, August 17, 20L8 3144i12 pM

Ms. Stockwell,
I am the manager of Fergus Electric Cooperative and a member of the cooperative. I live near Lewistown and I am
emailing to let you know of my support for the EQC's funding proposal on aquatic invasive species. I support this
proposal because it excludes hydropower, honoring the commitment of the legislative leaders to allow the
hydropower fee for AIS to expire.
Hydropower is not a cause of infestations of AIS and I feel all Montanan's would be negatively impacted by an AIS
infestation. Thus in my view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding ior AiS.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.
Sincerely,
Scott Sweeney

Sent from my iPad



From:
To:
Subject:
Date3

PAULA HILL

Stockwell. HoPe

EQC"s Funding ProPosal

Friday, August 17, 2018 7t26i27 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of'Missoula Electric Cooperative. I live in Frenchto*n. Montana' I am rvriting to let you

know of my support for the EQC's funding proposal on aquatic inr''asive species' I support this proposal

because it excludes hydroporver, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow the hydropower

fee lbr AIS to cxPire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to int'estations of AlS, and I believe that all citizens of

Montana would be inpacted by an AiS inlbstation. mcaning all would becomc victims' For fiat rcason' ill

my view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest sollrce of fimding tbr AlS.

Thank you fclr your consideratoll of my comnlcnts'

Best Regards,

Paula IIill



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Patrick McNulty

StockwelL Hope

ihm1918(amtintouch.net

EQC proposal for AIS funding
Saturday, August 18,2018 11:04:21 AM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

Please convey my thanks to the EQC for proposing to exclude hydropower from
aquatic invasive species funding, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to
allow the hydropower fee for AIS to expire. I believe that all citizens of Montana would
be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would become victims. Therefore, the
state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for Als.

Thank you,

Patrick McNulty
956 S. Buffalo Cyn Rd
Buffalo, MT 59418

Member of Fergus Electric Cooperative



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bryce Rieger

Stockwell, HoPe

AI5

Saturday, August 18, 2018 5:16:58 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of Missoula Electric cooperative. I live in clinton area' I am writing to let you

know of my support no.tt. EQC's funding proposalon aquatic invasive species' I support this

,."p"*t U."u*i it excludes hydropower,-honoting the commitment of legislative leaders to

utfo* the hydropower fee for AIS to expire'

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS, and I believe that all

citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would become

victims. For that reason, in my vilw, the ,tut.', general fund is, overall, the fairest source of

funding for AIS.

Thank you for your consideraton of my comments'

Best Regards,

Bryce Rieger



From: Norman & Michelle Tebay
To: Stockwell, Hope
Subjeck EeC proposed funding
Date: Sunday, August 19, 2018 6:36:40 AM

Dear Members of the EeC,

Because of the lack of possible state fundin gin 2017, hydropower stepped up to fund the
AIS problem. lt was agreed this fee would sunset in 20j.9. The EeC proposal honors that
commitment.

All citizens of Montana need to realize the impact of this problem in our waterways,
therefore, the state's generalfund is the fairest way to fund the AIS problem.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this serious matter.

Norman Tebay

Member of Vigilante Electric Coop.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

D. Braaten@fl athead.cooP

Stockwell. HoPe

AIS

Sunday, August 19, 2018 8:07:56 PM

This message has been scanned for malwafe by Forcepoint. www'forcepoint'com

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

As a member and also a trustee of Flathead Electric co-oP I would like to applaud the. EQC's funding

proposal for AIS. I ce,tainfyigree that p*untion is of utmost impoftance on this problem but I just feel

the responsibitity and f;ilir;ilfu; io'inctuoe an citizens of Montana as well as the Pacific Northwest'

Thank you addressing thii itiu"lnd hopefully you can present tom the legislature a package that

includes all the responsible parties.

Thanks. Duane G. Braaten



From: Brad Bauman
To: Stockwell. Hope
Subject Funding for Mussel Issue
Date: Monday, August 20,2018 2:43:15 pM

Hope -
I am a member of Sun River Electric Cooperative. I am writing to share my support for the

current proposal of funding for the mussel issue. The cooperatives agreed to a tax for the past two
years to give the legislature an opportunity to come up with a permanent funding solution. We have
honored our commitment, now please encourage all of the people involved with the committee to
honor their commitment of funding this through another method.

Brad Bauman



From:
To:
Date:

Rod Siring

Stockwell. HoDe

Monday, August 20, 2018 2:53:28 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

lamanemployeeofVigilanteElectricCooperative.lliveinDillon. lamwritingtoletyouknowof my

support for the Eec,s funding proposal on aquatic invasive species. I support this proposal because it

excludes hydropower, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow the hydropower fee

for AIS to exPire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of Als, and I believe that all citizens of

Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would become victims' For that

reason, in my vlew, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for AIS'

Thank you for your consideration of my comments'

Best Regards,



From: Susan Thraen
To: Stockwell. Hope
Subject: AIS funding
Date: Monday, August 20, 2018 3:34:44 pM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of Missoula Electric Cooperative. I live in Florence. I am wdting to let you
know of my support for the EQC's funding proposal on aquatic invasive species. I support this
proposal because it excludes hydropower, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to
allow the hydropower fee for AIS to expire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS, and I believe that all
citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would become
victims. For that reason, in my view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of
funding for AIS.

Thank you for your consideraton of my comments.

Best Regards,

Susan Thraen

Sent from my iPad



From: Ruth Hinnaland

Toi Stockwell, HoPe

Subject: AIS Sunset Fee for Hydro

Oate MondaY, August 20, 2018 4:06:30 PM

August 20,2018

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am writing in support of the EQC's funding proposal on aquatic invasive species' I support it

because it honors the legislativeleaders ptoriit. to allow the hydropower fee for AIS to expire'

In my opinion, hydropower does not cause the infestations of AlS, and as such, should not be

responsible for funding their cleanup'

Thank you for allowing me to comment on this issue'

Ruth Hinnaland
Circle, MT 59215



Froml John Burgmaier
To: stockwell, Hope
Subject Hydropowertax
Date: Tuesday, August 21, 20t97:44:06 AM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of Sun River Electric Cooperative. I live near Power Montana. I am writing to let you
know of my support for the EeC's funding proposal on aquatic invasive species. I support this
proposal because it excludes hydropower, honoring the commitment of legislator leaders to allow
the hydropower fee to expire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and I believe that all citizens of
Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would become victims, For that
reason, in my views, the state general fund is, overallthe fairest source of funding for AlS.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Best regards,

John Burgmaier



Fromi
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dena Hooker

Stockwell. HoPe

AIS hydroPower fee

TuesdaY, August 21, 2018 10:45:48 AM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,
I am a member of Missoula Electric Cooperative, and I live in ovando Montana' I am writing to let you know of

mysupportfortheEQC,sfundingproposalonaquaticinvasivespecies.Isupportthisproposalbecauseitexcludes
hydropower, honoring the commimeni of legislative leaders to allow the hydropower fee for AIS to expire'

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS, and I believe that all citizens of Montana

would be irnpacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would become victims. For that reason' in my view' the

state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for AIS'

Thank you for your consideration of my comments'

Best Regards,

Dena R Hooker



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Terry Frost

Stockwell. Hope

AIS Funding Proposal by EeC
Tuesday, August 21, 2018 3:24:00 pM

Hope Stockwell,

I am a member of Fergus Electric Cooperative. I live in Roundup MT. I am
writing you to let you know my support for the EeC's funding proposal on
aquatic invasive species. I support this proposal because it excludes
hydropower, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow
hydropower fee for AIS to expire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS,
and I believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS
infestation, meaning all would become victims. For that reason, in my
view, the states general fund, overall, the fairest source of funding
for AIS.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Best regards,

Terry Frost



From: Tom Alsaker

To: Stockwell. HoPe

Subject AIS Funding ProPosal

oate: Wednesday, August 22, 2018 8:39:16 AM

To:HopeStockwellandMembersoftheErrvironrnentalQualityCouncil
From: Tom Alsaker 11666 Mullan Rd' Missoula, Mt'

I urge you to exclude hydro power from consideration for future funding of AIS as provided for in the sunset

provision oithe 2017 Law andcurre^t proposal from your committee. Thank You'



From: Dave Kelsey
Tol Stockwell, Hooe
Subject: Aquatic Invasive Species
Date: Wednesday, August 22, 20t89:42:27 AM

Montana Environmental Quality Council,

I am a farmer-rancher in Stillwater County and I'm also a director for Yellowstone Valley Electric Cooperative.
Part of our power portfolio is made up of hydroelectric power and hydroelectric power is not a cost causer in the
aquatic invasive species fight.

Electric Cooperatives stepped up initially to help fund this fight, but we were only supposed to be singled out for the
original bridge funding to get the fight started.
Most of our membership has nothing to do with contributing to the spread of AIS so we should be singled out to
foot the bill again. Our membership can not afford to continue to fund a program we have nothing to do with
causing.

Thank you for honoring your commitment to keep electric cooperative users of hydroelectric power out of your
latest formula to attack AIS.

Dave Kelsey, Sec.-Treas. Yellowstone Valley Electric Cooperative

Sent from my iPad



From:
lo:
Subject:
Date:

Cindy Woods

Stockwell, HoPe

AIS Funding ProPosal bY EQC

Wednesday, August 22, 2018 10:31:37 AM

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

I am a member of Missoula Electric Cooperative, living in the Pleasant View development in

Missoula. I support excluding hydropower from the AIS funding mlx as proposed by the EQC' as

proposed. Hydropower does not add cost when it comes to the infestation of the Als' Those that

arecontributingtothespreadofthemussels,etc.shouldbepayingthecost' Fromwhatl'vereadin

our local newspaper, the contributors are mainly boaters and fishermen. Electric cooperatives are

not causing the problems. Members of the electric co-operatives, such as myself, should not have to

pay the cost to stop the AlS.

l,ve seen the pictures of infestation. These infestations would impact allcitizens of Montana so

everyone should have to share the cost. Therefore, I think the state's general fund is the fairest

source of funding for AlS.

Thank you.

Cindy Woods

2660 MaryJane Blvd

Missoula, MT 59808

Cindy Woods
Payrol l/Benefits Ad m in istrator

Missoula Electric Cooperative, lnc.

1700 W. BroadwaY

Missoula, MT 59808

406.s4r.6325
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Fromr
IO:

Subjectt
Date:

Debbie Gaffney

Stockwell. HoDe

AIS Funding Proposal bY EQC

Wednesday, August 22, 2018 11:00:14 AM

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

As an employee of an Electric Cooperative, I support the exclusion of hydropower from the AIS

funding mix. we truly knew the importance of Als funding getting off the ground and were willing

to help with the idea that the tax would disappear in 2019. Electric Cooperatlves are not the source

of the AIS infestation, and accordingly should not be targeted for funding this program. lt should be

dealt with from the General Funds of the State of Montana, as we all, as Montanans are impacted by

this issue. Thank you for your time and support of excluding hydropower electric cooperatives from

this tax.

Best regards,

Debra S Gaffney

Debbie Gaffney
Chief Financial Officer

l#,
Missoula Electric Cooperative, lnc.

1700 W. BroadwaY

Missoula, MT 59808

406.541.6359
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From! Keven Kuhn
To: Stockwell. Hope
Subject re: AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS) Funding proposat by EeC
Date: Wednesday, August 22, 2019 12:03:37 pM

Dear Members of the Environmental euality Council,

With respect to the 2017 session and the aquatic invasive species (AlS) hydropower fee, electric
cooperatives did not oppose this fee at the time as we understood the state's budget shortfall at
that time and we were supportive in getting the AIS program going. The AIS hydropower fee was
intended only to bridge the gap to the next legislative session and this was stated on the record in
both committee and House and Senate floor deliberations.

Furthermore, our legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee
to sunset in 2019 as scheduled under current state law. Electric cooperatives ask that the EeC
recognize and honor the original intent of the AIS hydropower fee. AIS is a serious threat to
Montana's waterbodies and wetlands. They can cause severe damage to local ecosystems, industry
and tourism, but hydropower is not the cause of this unfortunate situation. As the impact of
continued AIS infestations will affect all Montana citizens, we believe that the state's generalfund
makes the most sense to fund a battle against AlS.

Respectfully,

Keven Kuhn
lT Administrator

+r*:

Missoula Electric Cooperative, lnc.

1700 W. Broadway

Missoula, MT 59808

406.541.6339





From: Betty Campbell
To: Stockwell. Hope
Subject: Support for EQC funding proposal
Date: Wednesday, August 22, 2018 1:50:57 pM

Dear Ms Stockwell,

I am a member of Big Flat Electric cooperative. r live near Hays, Montana. I am

writing to let you know I support EQC's funding proposal on aquatic invasive

species. I support this proposal because it excludes hydropower, honoring the
commitment of legislative leaders to allow the hydropower fee for AIS to expire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and I believe

that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an infestation of AlS, meaning all

would become victims. For that reason, in my view, the state's general is, overall,

the fairest source of funding f or AlS.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Yours truly,

Betty D. Campbell

:
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From:
Tor
Subject:
Date:

Scoft Odegard

Stockwell, Hope

AIS Funding

Wednesday, August 22,2018 3:20:41 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell:
A, you know, those of us who purchase our electricity from hydropower generating plants

face added costs in the future ai mussells degrade those facilities and require additional

maintenance to repair damage. This will increase our electricity rates, Hydropowel customers

are not a cost driver for the iroblem, but if we are taxed to help keep mussells in check, AND

*. puy extra to -aintain generation facilities, we are in essence unfairly having to pay twice'

Scott Odegard



From: Sean Eskridge
To: Stockwell, Hope
Subjectt AIS Funding Proposal by EeC
Date: Wedneday, August 22,2018 3i46:41 pM

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

I am writing to express my concerns over the current proposal to extend the temporary impact fees
to electric consumers for the mitigation of aquatic invasive species. The original funding proposals
were accepted by the utilities as a stop-gap measure to fund the necessary programs during a

budget shortfall year, and this measure was not opposed due to the legislative commitment to a

2019 sunset for the funding measure. I believe that assessing this fee to the utilities is unnecessarily
burdensome. This is a financing issue that affects all users of Montana's waterways, many of which
are from out of state. I believe that other means of revenue generations that do not unfairly target a

group that is not directly responsible for the future infestations is warranted.

Sean Eskridge
Operations Specialist - Certified Loss Control Professional

Missoula Electric Cooperative, lnc.

1700 W. Broadway

Missoula, MT 59808

406.546.5008
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From: Brent McRae

Tor Stockwell. HoPe

Subject: AIS funding Proposal

Date: Wednesday, August 22, 2018 9:17:54 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of McCone Electric Cooperative. I live in Jordan, MT. I am writing to let you know of my support

for the EeC,s funding proposal on uquuii. invasive species. I support this proposal because it excludes hydropower,

honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow the hydropower fee for AIS to expire'

Hydropower is not a cost causer vr.hen it comes to infestations of AIS, and I believe that all citizens of Montana

would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would become victims. For that reason, in my view, the

state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for AIS'

Thank you for your consideraton of my comments'

Best Regards,

Brent McRae

Director, McCone Electric Cooperative, Circle, Montana

Sent from my iPad



Hope,

ljust wanted to drop a short note and thank you and the EQC forthe draft proposatthat exctudes
hydroelectric generation from continuing to pay for the state's aquatic invasive species prevention
program. We appreciate being excluded as promised a year ago.

John L. Sokoloski, General Manager

Goldenwest Electric Cooperative, lnc.

PO Box 177

Wibaux, MT 59353

(406) 7s6.2423

gwec@midrivers.com

Privacy and Confidentiality Notice

The information in this message is intended for the named recipients only. lt may contain
information that is privileged, confidentialor otherwise protected from disclosure. lf you are

not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution,
orthe taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. lf
you have received this e-mail in error, do not print it or disseminate it or its contents. ln such

event, please notify the sender by return e-mail and delete the e-mail file immediately
thereafter. Thank you



From:
To!
Subject:
Date:

Patti Murphy

Stockwell. HoPe

AIS

Wednesday, August 1, 2018 1:42:06 PM

Ms. Stockwell,

Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in 2019 as scheduled

under current state law; I appreciate that EQC',s proposal honors that commitment.

It is shown that Hydropow., l. not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS, McCone Electrics members

helped pay for the start up cost for the current program and we appreciate the fee not being included in the 20 I 9

proposal.

we believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation and for that reason. in my view,

the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for AIS'

Thank you for your work on this very important issue to all of our members!

Patti Murphy
McCone Electric CooPerative

Board Member



l.om: peb S,month
To: klwdr ftoE
$bid: &!& and hva*e sE6 (AIS) hrah Fundirc
O&: ftuM,v, Augurt 21, ,ors lO 50.10 AM

Dear Ms. Slockwell,

I am a member of the Missoula Electric coop6rative l live in Missoula. I am wriling to let you know of my support for the Eec s funding proposal on aquatic invasive speciesI support this proposal because it excludes hydropower, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow the hydropower fee for Als to expire.
Hydropower is not a cost @user when il comes lo infestations ofAls, and I believe that all citizens of Montana would be ,mpacted by an Als infestation, meaning a{t wouldbe@me victims. For that reason, in my view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest sour@ of funding for Als.

Thank you for your @nsideraton of my commenls.

Best Regards,

Peter J. Simonich



Fromi
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Bryan Case

Stockwell. Hooe

Douo Schmier; loni Amen
AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS) FUNDING PROPOSAL
Wednesday, August 1, 2018 12:15:15 pM

imaoe002.ono

Dear Environmental Quality Council (EeC) Members,

Fall River Rural Electric Cooperative is a non-profit electric utility which serves the
greater West Yellowstone area. We appreciate the opportunity to submit comments
on the Aquatic Invasive Species (AISiiunding p.oplrrl
Fall River Electric did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session
because, in view of the state budget shorffall at the time, we were willing to step up
to the plate and help get the program going. We understand the importa=nce of teing
proactive with invasive species and knew this funding was essential to protect the
water ways in Montana.
In response,legislative leadership stated on the record in the committee and in both
the House and Senate floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower
fee was intended only as a bridge to the next legislative session with the expectation
that funding mechanism would be set. Legislative leaders made a commitment that
they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset :lr.201g as scheduled under current
state law.
Fall River appreciates that the currently EQC proposal honors the commitrnent
previously mentioned. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations
of AIS.
We believe that because all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS
infestation, meaning all would become victims, that the proposed funding seems the
appropriate funding solution. For that reason, in our view, the state's general fund is,
overall, the fairest source of funding for AIS.
Thank you for your work on this important matter and for the opportunity to submit
comments.
Bryan L. Case

CEO/General Manager
Fall River Rural Electric Cooperative
Office (208)652-7431

Cell (208)709-1263

'nVhere Sera ice Matters"

{ L R/r-'"M
&.],HAL €LECTB{0 COop€H&r$r



From:
To:
Subject:
Datel

Craig Herbert
Stockwell. Hope

AIS

Thursday, August 2, 2018 8:44:56 AM

Dear Hope:

/ Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 20i 7 session because, in view of
the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the program
going;

r' ln response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House and Senate floor
deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended only as a bridge to the next
legislative session;

/ Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in 2019 as
scheduled under current state law;

r' The EQC proposal honors that commitment.
r' Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of Als;
r' We believe that because all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all

would become victims. For that reason, in our view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest
source of funding for AlS.

Thank you for your time.

Craig Herbert

hi{}lffiert
t'hnager

P(} k95'r
$le*s)*. li{I $!}?i(}
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Rollie Miller

Stockwell. HoDe

AIS Funding

Friday, August 3, 2018 8:36:26 AM

imaoeo01.pno

Ms. Stockwell,

we are opposed to EQC recommending funding for the AIS mitigation efforts which includes any "tax"

imposed on energy sales by electric cooperatives. As electric cooperatives in the state of Montana we did

not oppose the Als hydropower fee in the 2017 session. ln addition we stepped up and helped temporarily

bridge the funding until a permanent solution could be determined. we were assured at that time by the

legislative leadership that they would allow this temporary AIS funding source to sunset by the 2019

session. we appreciate that the EQC proposed funding honors that commitment' Hydropower generation

isnotthecauseoftheproblemrelatedtoAls. wefeel thecostcausersshouldfundtheefforttomitigate

the Als infestations. lf that is not possible, only then would we recommend that the costs be spread

amongst all who would ultimately be impacted, ln this case that would mean virtually all of us Montanans

andthecostsshouldcomefromthestate'sgeneralfund. Thishappeningafterathoroughevaluationofthe

best Als mitigation tactics is evaluated and strict accountability held for that funding. Thank you for your

timel

Regards,

ROllie Miller, PE ; o"n"ralManagerl Rollie@vec'coopl

pH 406.683.2327 | FAX 406.583 .4325lMobile 406.925.1085 :225 E. Bannack st' I P'O' Box 1049'

Dillon, MT 59725 I

www.vec.coop

Confidentiatity Notice: this e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of

the intended relipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information' Any

unauthorized review, iopy, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the

intended recipient, piease contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the

original message.



From: Dan Rogers
To: Stockwell. Hope
Subject: Support EQC"s AIS Funding proposal

'T:' ,. 1n'":.,i**"',::::-'':::::1 - ._.. ,.. . *-_*
Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am an employee of Missoula Electric Cooperative. I am writing to let you know of my support for
the EQC's funding proposal on aquatic invasive species. I support this proposal because it
excludes hydropower, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow the hydropower fee
for AIS to expire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and I believe that all
citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning allwould become victims.
For that reason, in my view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for
AIS.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Best Regards,

Dan Rogers
Manager of Member Service

lg

Missoula Electric Cooperative, lnc.

1700 W. Broadway

Missoula, MT 59808

406.541.6333



From: Sheryl Dimmitt

Tol Stockwell. HoPe

Subiect: AIS Funding Proposal by EQC

Date: Thursday, August 23,2018 3:02:38 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of Missoula Electric Cooperative. I live in Frenchtown, and I am writing to let you

know of my support for the EQC',s funding proposal on aquatic invasive species. I support this

proposal because it excludes hydropower, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow

the hydropower fee for AIS to expire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and I believe that all

citizens of Montana would be impacted by an Als infestation, meaning allwould become victims'

For that reason, in my view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for

AIS,

Thank you for your consideraton of my comments'

Best Regards,

Sheryl Dimmitt

Sheryl Dimmitt
Member Service RePresentative

ffi,i

Missoula Electric Cooperative, lnc'

1700 W. BroadwaY

Missoula, MT 59808

406-541.-4433



.jr.'. :,r'ril:'-:i: -l;:l



From: Dana CYr

To: Stockwell. HoPe

Subject: AIS Fee

Date: Thursday, August 23,2018 3:09:16 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of Missoula Electric Cooperative. I live in Frenchtown, MT. I am writing to let you

know of my support for the EQC's funding proposal on aquatic invasive species. I support this

proposal because it excludes hydropower, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to allow

the hydropower fee for AIS to expire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and I believe that all

citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning allwould become victims'

For that reason, in my view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for

AIS.

Thank you for your consideraton of my comments'

Best Regards,

Dana Cyr



Frcm:
Toi
Subject:
Date!
Attachments:

Emily May

Stockwell. Hope

AIS Funding

Friday, August 3, 2018 10:25:04 AM

imaoe001.pno

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

W". qtq opposed to _the EQC recommending funding for the AIS mitigation efforts
vlhiqh includes any "tax'imposed on energy sales by electric coopeiatives. As
electric.cooperatives in the state of Montana, we did not oppose itre RtS hydropower
fee in the 2017 session. In addition, we stepped up and h'eiped temporarily bridge
the funding untit a permanent solution could be determined.' We wei'e assured aI
that.time by the legislative leadership that they would allow this temporary AIS
fun{lng source to sunset by the 2019 session.. We appreciate that tl'ie EQt proposed
funding honors that commitment. Hydropower geneiation is not the cauie of the
qrob]g|n related to AIS. We feel the cost causers should fund the effoft to mitigate
the AIS infestations. If that is not possible, only then would we recommend thit the
costs.be spread am.ongst all who would ultimately be impacted. In this case, that
would mean virtually all of us Montanans and the costs 6hould come from thb state's
general fund.
Best regards,

Emily May I staff Assistant! emity@vec.coopl

PH 405.683.2327 | FAX 406.683.4328 i 225E. Bannack St. i P.O. Box 1049, Dillon, MT 59725 i
\ rww.vec.cooo

igilantc Eleetric
tlosps;s1i1,s
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Fromr
Tor
Subject:
Date:

Michael Hoy

Stockwell, Hope

AIS Funding Proposal bY EQC

Thursday, August 16. 2018 9:54:55 AM

Members

Environmental QualitY Council

Legislative Environmental Policy Office

state capitol Building

1301 E. 6th Ave., Room 171

P.O. Box 201704

Helena, MT 59620'1704

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

This email is an expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second

Aquatic lnvasive Species (AlS) Funding Proposal based on the following:

1. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session because, in view

of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the

program going;

2. ln response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House and Senate

floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended only as a bridge to the

next legislative session;

3. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in

2019 as scheduled under current state law;

4. The current EQC proposal honors that commitmen|

5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AIS;

6. Much appreciation is given to the fact that hydropower is not In the current proposal because AIS

is a problem that impacts all Montanans, not just hydropower users.

Thank you honoring the commitments made in the original funding process'

Best Regards,

Michael E. Hoy, CEM

General Manager

*ffifisrs6*ffi
*65*6s**46ory 4'?i*

P.O Box 368 Circle, Montana 5921.5

o:406-485-3430 C: 406-939-3605 E: mhoy@McConeElectric.coop



From! Gary Wiens

To: Stockwell, Hope
Subjett: EQC Funding Proposal for AIS
Date: Friday, August t7,20tB 8:10:42 AM
Attachments: 8ED5157F-49D8-4FEE-8889-37D0CC222B1i.pno

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

Montana Electric Cooperatives' Association supports the Environmental Quality Council's second draft
proposed funding mix forAlS because it excludes hydropower as a funding source. Our specific rationale is

as follows:

L. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session because, in view of
the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the
expanded program going;

2. ln response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House and Senate
floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended only as a bridge to the
next legislative session;

3. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in 2019
as scheduled under current state law;

4. The EQC proposal honors that commitmen!
5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and;

6. We believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning all would
become victims. For that reason, in our view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of
funding for AlS.

Thank you for your consideraton of our comments and we much appreciate the EQC's hard work on this
matter.

Best Regards,

M@
Dave Wheelihan

CEO

Montana Electric Cooperatives' Association



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

lim Sands

Stockwell. Hope

AIS

Friday, August 17,20lB 2:36:53 PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of NorVal Electric cooperative and an employee of Hill county Electric

cooperative. I live in Havre, MT and have a service from Norval in Nashua, MT. I am writing to

let you know of my support for the EQC',s funding proposal on aquatic invasive species. I support

this proposal because ii excludes hydropower, honoring the commitment of legislative leaders to

allow the hydropower fee for AIS to expire.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and I believe that all

citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, meaning allwould become victims'

For that reason, in my view, the state's general fund is, overall, the fairest source of funding for

AIS.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments'

Best Regards,

Jim Sands
VP of Electric & Network
1.800.332.1201 ext774
Direct 406.394.2774
Cell 406.390.3855

ll*ll$ountrtlrgor,* ffi

coNFIDENTIAL|TY NOTICE:This e-mailcommunication, and any attachments, may contain confidential

and
privileged information for the use of the designated recipients named above. Any unauthorized review,

use,
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. lf you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by

reply
email and destroy all copies of the original message' Thank you'

F*fiLf;



From: Ed Crockett
To: Stockwell. Hope
Subject Aquatic Invasive species
Date! Tuesday, August 21,2018 10:04:45 AM
Attachments: imaoe002.ono

Dear Ms. Stockwell,

I am a member of Mccone Electric Cooperative rnc. of Circle Montana.
I am writing to let you know of my support for the EQC's funding proposal on Aquatic Invasive
Species.

I support this proposal because it excludes hydropower from the funding mix.
Honoring the commitment of legislative leaders, to allow the hydropower fee for AIS to exptre.

Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of AlS, and I believe that all
Citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation, we all would become victims.
For that reason, in my view the cost should be placed on the out of state entity's that have caused
the problem in Montana,
Be it boaters. Kayaker's, divers, or just out of state campers. Add a tax to them to pay for control of
AIS.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments & opinion.

N ff-*{-#
Ed Crockett
McCone Electric Co-op., lnc.
110 Main Street
PO Box 368
Circle, MT 59215
Phone: 406-485-3430 or 1 -800-684-3605

Please note my new email addres: ed.crockett@mcconeelectric.coop



To: hstockwell@mt.gov
cc: Bryan.case@fallrivqreiectric,com; Doug Schmier <Doug'schmier@fallriverelectric'com>; f oni

Amen <f oni'Amen@fallriverelectric'com>
s"ni".tAQUATICINVASIVESPECIES(AIS)FUNDINGPROPOSAL

Dear Environmental Quality Council (EQC) Members'

Fa[ River Rural Electric cooperative is a non-profit erectric utility which serves the greater

west Yellowstone area. we appreciate the opportunity to submit comments on the Aquatic

Invasive Species (AIS) funding proposal'

Fall River Electric ai-a no, opp"ose the AIS hydropower fee-in the2017 session because' in

view of the state uuaglitnorifrtl ,t the time, *. *... willing to step up to the plate and

help get the progra*loing. We understand the importance of being proactive with

invasive species and k"ner,rithis funding was essential to protect the water ways in Montana'

In response,legislative leadership stated on the record in the committee and in both the

House and Senate floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was

intended only as a bridge to the next legislative session with the expectation that funding

mechanism would il;. Legislative leiders made a commitment that they would allow the

hydropower fee to sunset inlOtg as scheduled under current state law'

Fall River appreciates that the currently EQC proposal honors the commitment previously

mentioned. Hydropower is not a cost .rut". when it comes to infestations of AIS'

we believe that because all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an AIS infestation'

meaning all would become victims, that the proposed funding seems the appropriate

funding solution, For that reason, in our view, the state's general fund is' overall' the fairest

source of funding for AIS'

Thank you for your work on this important matter and for the opportunity to submit

comments.

{a\No.*-,-.
Director,
Fall River Rural Electric Cooperative

tetoni av(Osilverstar'com
(2oB)709-6661

"Where SerYice Mafrers"



111 2nd Ave- sw * sidney, MT sg?20 * 406.43s.4100

August 3,2018

Members
Hnvironmental Quality Counci I

Legislative Envin<rnmental Policy O{fice
State Capitol Building
l3ffl E. Sth Ave., Room 'l7l

P.O. Sox 20i 704
Hslena Mf 596?0-170.1

Dear Members of the Environmental euality Council

This letter is our expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding sorrce in the Second Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS) Funding Prcposal, We appreciate the facl that hydropower is not in the current
proposal because we fsel that the AIS protrlenr affects all Montanans" nol jnst those using hydropower.

Hlectric cooperativss did nrt oppCIse the AI$ hydropcwer fee in the ?01? session. In view of the st&te

trudget shortfall at the time. lve lyere willing to step up to th$ plate and help get the program g'ing even

though hydropower doss nnt pronrulgate infestation.

We frmly believe thxt going forward, funding should cr:me frr:m the entities tlrat potentially carry the

AIS and the balance from the state's general furrd.

Sincerely.



15O rjooperEtrve \AlaY ' PCf Box a49

l-lundev, MT 59o37-Oa49
(406) f4-a-341 I' l-aoo-7f6-53a3
FAX (4t,6)344-3414
ww.yvBc,com

YourTouchstone EnergY Partner s

August 13, 2018

Environmental QualitY Cou ncil,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed funding for the Aquatic rnvasive species

issue. This is an important issue for Montana. r am proud of the effort electric cooperatives have

made to this point, in order to address this issue in a timely manner. However, as electric co-ops are

not for profit, increasing costs can only be remedied by increased rates to our members'

when the original Als hydropower fee was introduced during the 2017 legislative session, electric co-

ops, with the knowledge of the state's budget shortfall, did not oppose. ln fact, we stepped up and

helped get the Als program rolling. Additionally, even though my co-op falls well below the 50%

hydropower threshold, we voluntarily helped pay the fee through our power supplier (Central

Montana Electric power Cooperative) as we felt strongly it was right to act "cooperatively" in

addressing this issue. The legislative leadership in committee and during the House and senate

deliberations acknowledged our efforts and recognized that the electric co-op feas were to be used as

only bridge financing until the next legislative session. The leaders committed to letting the

hydropower fee sunset in 2019.

Thank you for honoring that commitment in your proposal. Simply put, hydropower is not a cost

causer when it comes to infestations of Aquatic lnvasive species. As most all Montana citizens would

be impacted by an Als infestation, the general fund, along with angler and watercraft fees' seem to be

the fairest source of funding to further address this issue.

Sincerely

Brandon J. Wittman

CEOlGeneral Manager

Yellowstone Valley Electric Cooperative



ffi
M id-\tl lowston e Electric Coo perative

PO Box 38G

203 Elliott Avenue
Hysham, MT 59038

Phone: (406)342-5521
Fax: (406) 3/'2-5511

myec@myec.coop

813/2018

Environmental Quality Council (EaC)
Legislative Environmental policy Office
State Capitol Building
1301 E. 6th Ave., Room 17L
P.O. Box 20L7O4

Helena, MT 59620-L704

Dear Members of the Environmental euality Council:

On behalf of the members, board of trustees, and staff of Mid-Yellowstone Electric Cooperative, this letter is
our expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second Aquatic lnvasive Species

(AlS) Funding Proposal.

As a cooperative who is heavily reliant on hydropower to supply critical services to the rural areas of Montana,

we did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session. We were willing to work with our state and help
get a much needed program established. The current EQC proposal honors the commitment made inZOLT.

We do not feel that hydropower is the cause of the infestation seen in our waterways, and strongly believe that
future funding should come from the entities that potentially carry the AIS and the state,s general fund.

Sincerely,

Jason A. Brothen
cEo
M id-Yellowstone Electric Cooperative

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



PO Box 1047

3200 West HollY Street

SidneY, NIT 5927

Phone: (406) 488-1,602

Fax: (406) 488-6524

www.lYrec.com

LOWER YITLLOWS'TONI{
E.I]RAI, I{I, $(]'I'IrIC COOPTi RAI'I VH

{nrr [ar]*rpn* trxrrv' (irrp*rri,t ft

8l3l2oL8

Environmental Quality Council (EaC)

Legislative Environmental Policy Office

State Capitol Building

1301 E. 6th Ave., Room 171

P.O. Box 2OL704

Helena, MT 59620-1-704

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council:

on behalf of the members, board of trustees, and staff of Lower Yellowstone Rural Electric cooperative, this

retter is our expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the second Aquatic lnvasive

Species (AlS) Funding ProPosal.

As a cooperative who is heavily reliant on hydropower to supply critical services to the rural areas of Montana'

we did not oppose the Als hydropower fee in the 2017 session. we were willing to work with our state and help

get a much needed program established. The current EQC proposal honors the commitment made in2oL7 '

We do not feel that hydropower is the cause of the infestation seen in our waterways, and strongly believe that

future funding should come from the entities that potentially carry the Als and the state's general fund'

Sincerely,

fr'd"sa
Jason A. Brothen

cEo
Lower Yellowstone Rural Electric Cooperative



8l3l2ot8

Environmental Quality Council (EaC)
Legislative Environmental Policy Office
State Capitol Building
1301 E. 6th Ave., Room 17i.
P.O. Box 20L7O4
Helena, MT 59620-1704

Dear Members of the Environmental euality Council:

I am writing this letter in opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second Aquatic lnvasive

Species (AlS) Funding Proposal.

I do not feel that hydropower is the cause of the infestation seen in our waterways, and strongly believe that
future funding should come from the entities that potentially carry the AIS and the state's general fund.

Sincerely,

kd-ffie*
Jason A. Brothen
Montana Resident



Members

Environmental QualitY Council

Legislative Environmental Policy Office

state capitol Building

1301 E. 5th Ave., Room 171

P.O. Box 20\704
Helena, MT 59620-1704

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council,

This email is an expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second Aquatic

lnvasive Species (Als) Funding Proposal based on the following:

L. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 2017 session because' in

view of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the

program going;

2. ln response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House and

senate floor deliberations that they recognized the Als hydropower fee was intended only as a bridge to

the next legislative session;

3. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in

2019 as scheduled under current state law;

4. The current EQC proposal honors that commitment;

5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of Als;

6. Much appreciation is given to the fact that hydropower is not in the current proposal because

AIS is a problem that impacts all Montanans, not just hydropower users'

Thank you honoring the commitments made in the original funding process'

Best Regards,



Members

Environmental Quality Council

Legislative Environmental policy Office
state capitol Building
1301 E. 5th Ave., Room 171

P.O. Box 201704
Helena, MT 59620-1704

Dear Members of the Environmental euality Council,

This email is an expression of opposition to using hydropower as a funding source in the Second Aquatic
lnvasive Species (AlS) Funding proposal based on the following:

L. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the AIS hydropower fee in the 201,7 session because, in
view of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate and help get the
program going;

2. ln response, legislative leadership stated on the record in both committee and House and
Senate floor deliberations that they recognized the AIS hydropower fee was intended only as a bridge to
the next legislative session;

3. Legislative leaders made a commitment that they would allow the hydropower fee to sunset in
2019 as scheduled under current state law;

4. The current EQC proposal honors that commitmenU

5. Hydropower is not a cost causer when it comes to infestations of Als;

6. Much appreciation is given to the fact that hydropower is not in the current proposal because
Als is a problem that impacts all Montanans, not just hydropower users.

Thank you honoring the commitments made in the original funding process.

Best Regards,
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mffi
www. mariasriverec. com

Kris Ingentlrr on Generul Monager

P.O. Box 729

910 W. Roosevelt Hwy
Sheiby, N,11' 59474

Phone: 406-434-5575

Fax: 4A6-434-2531

August 15,2018

Subject: AIS Funding Proposal by EDe

Dear Members of the Environmental euality Council,

I am writing in support of excluding hydropower from the AIS funding mix as proposed
by the Legislature's Environmental Quality Council. As an accountant, I follow the
matching principle which is one of the General Accepted Accounting Principles followed
by all accountants. With this principle in mind, shouldn't the fee be matched to the
people impacied most by the infestation? Hydropower is not a cost causer when it
comes to infestations of AlS. I believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by
an AIS infestation, meaning all would become victims. Therefore, I believe the state's
general fund is the best match for the funding for AlS.

Thank you for your time.

Cooperatively yours,

Shirley Kronebusch
Office Manager

<*ufNr

Your Touch*nr"ilur. Cooperative

This instittrtion is an equal oppot"tunitl,provider and employer



m; powei of local service

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperati'" S*];q

August 15,2018

Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Council'

Northern Lights, lnc. (NLl) is a member owned electric cooperative based in sagle, lD with members in

Idaho, Washington and Montana. We also own and operate Lake Creek Dam in Troy' MT'

NLI is in support of excluding hydropower from the Als funding mix as proposed by the Legislature's

Environmental Quality council. Electric cooperatives did not oppose the Als hydropower fee in the 2017

session because, in view of the state budget shortfall at the time, we were willing to step up to the plate

and get the expanded program going. This was on record that the AIS hydropower fee was intended

ontyis a bridge until the next legislative session and would sunset in 2019'

we believe that all citizens of Montana would be impacted by an Als infestation and for that reason the

state's general fund is the fairest source of funding for Al5'

Thank you for Your consideration'

Sincerely,

. 208-263-514i ' 800-326-9594 ' www'nli'coop

fu-^;
Annie Terracciano

GeneralManager

iiry@

P.O. Box 269 ' 421Chevy Street ' Sagle,ID 83860-0269

Administration Fax 208-263-7412 . Bilting Fax 208-263-0220
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Flathead Electric CooPerative
Glacier Electric CooPerative
Lincoln Electric CooPerative
Mission ValleY Power

Missoula Electric CooPerative
Ravalli County Electric Cooperative

Vigilante Electric CooPerative
Western MT G&T

August 15,2018

Legislative Services Division
Attn: Hope Stockwell
P.O. Box 201704
Helena, MT 59620

Submitted by Mail and Electronically to: hstockwell@mt.gov

Re: AIS Funding ProPosal

Dear Environmental Quality Council:

Western Montana G&T and its member utilities appreciate the opportunity to comment on the

proposal for a new funding structure for Montana;s Aquatic Invasive Species program' The
'hydroelectric 

fees irnpor.i on us durin gthe20lT legislative session were difficult to understand

given the fact that our members don't own or op..ut" hydroelectric facilities that would be impacted

by AIS. We own and operate distribution systems and deliver power purchased through the

Bonneville power Administration that also does not own or operate any hydroelectric facilities. The

actual federal owner and operator of facilities that could be impacted by AIS are the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation. We do understand that the state was facing a

budget shortiall in20l7 and it was a difficult decision on who would get harmed to fund this

emerging priority.

We are very mindful of the difficulty of setting rates and fees and live through these challenges on a

regular basis. Our BpA rates have increased at nearly double the rate of inflation over the last

deiade driving BpA rates quickly up to levels that threaten financial viability and competitiveness.

The funding sources proposed UV eQC appear to be based on cost causation principles' We remain

mindful of the challenge facing ihe legislature and hope that a new funding structure can be a

durable solution for Montana's aquatic invasive species programs.

We very much appreciate that legislative leadership intended that the AIS hydropower fee was to be

used only as a bridge to the next'iegislative session with a commitment that the hydropower fee

would sunset rr-2019 as scheduled under current state law. The EQC proposal honors that

commitment and we offer our support for the proposed funding structure'

Sincerely,



General Manager, Glacier Electric Coop-rative

, President, Clacicr Hlectric Board of Trustees

Vice President, Clacier Electric Board of Trustees

t\/l

i}.at^,#Y tU],/*,""'--,
Darrol Berkram, Secretary/Ti* rustees

, Glacier Electric Board of l'rustees

Bruce Bradley, Trustee, Glaci Board of Trustees

Trustee, Glacier Electric Board of Trustees

Brian Elliott, Trustee, Glacier Electric Board of Trustees

Gustafson, Trustee, filatier Hlectric Board of 'frustees

rusts&" Glacier Electric Board of Trustees
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li C*unty Hlecric Bnard nf 'l'rustees

s*& Trustee, Ravalli County Electric Board e:f Trustees

i:

n{!l
ii, , ,"',. Eltxl*/u"t. .

$rien Weber, Trur;{ee" Rai,alli County Elc*tri* Board of Trustees

Managdfl RavEl I i C*nnty Ii lee tri c (]nopera{ i ve

*unty Eleexic Board *f 'l'rust*es

/'l"reasurer" Rar.alli Ccunty f;lectrie llnard nf 'l"rustees

BbbBailey, Truiiee. Ravalli Co Electric lloard of Truxtees

*j
$layne

; l"rustee. Rev*lli County f;lectric Board nf Trustcss

i

f: I



Joe [-ukas,

Tnm Alsaker, Trusiee, estsrn hd'I. fi&I^ Board ot"Tru$t*es

MT O&T Bosn, of Tru*t*es

t. Ws$tcfilMT fi&T Bo*rd sf Truste*s

fl"rcasurer. Western MT fi&'[' I]$ard of l nl*tees

fi&T 8*ard of "{"rust*e*



Ray Ellis, Manager, Lincnln Electric Cooperative

ffiw*
Mike Workman. President, Lincoln Electric Board oifrr,*t**,

Vice Presiderrt. Lincoln lllectric Board of Trustees

courtney Pluid, secretary/'lle&sllrer, Lincoln Hl{rctric Board of Trustees

ldarianne Roose, Trustee,

44
&ew,r *rlw6

Tina Taurman" Trustee. Lincoln Ilectric Board of Trustees

-We*t Y*ud)W,
Erh.ii-whit-, fil;r-s, Li;tfi He&il Br*.r ;ai';*rt*#

Lincoln Electric Board of Trustees

n Electric Board of Trustees

f1-..{L
ln Electric Board of -frustees

, Lincoln Electric Board of Trustees
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Sd.4*

ry/Treasurer, F I athcad II lectri c ftr-p-r'-tt r- Board of"'l'nrstees

Terry Cn:nks. Trusteee, Flathead Hlectric lloard CIf 'frustreri

I h4anagrr. Flathcad Electric Co*pemtive

n1, lrl*{lread Electric ilnard ol Trustees

,.(.-**

Jerry B

\

Jay DownenJ Trustee. Irlathead Hlectric Roard of"l"mstecs

ffi*-z
Alan lluby, "l'rustece, Elestric Board rlf Trustess

Stacey Schnebcl. Trustee. I;lathead lllectric Board of Trusters

i**
1, ..

l"a
Hmery $mith. Trus{eee. }ilathead Elestric B*ard ol'Trustees

L",1**--,--
= /- * *** -'7 ! *2 ,-o*.tv *
Duane Bra*ten. Yice llresid*ni, st*es

athead Illectric llnard of 'l'rustess



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

AIS Funding Proposal comments Received since Eec Mailing

Dane Huzarski

Stockwell. Hope

AIS Funding Proposal

Tuesday, JulV 24,20t8 9:19:55 PM

Dear Hope:

I'm writing to express my concerns on the Environmental Quality Council's (Council) Aquatic
Invasive Species funding proposal.

I urge the Council to continue to fund a portion of the AIS Program with hydroelectric power
funds. I find it ridiculous that the council is considering discontinuing requiring funds irom
the hydroelectric funds as they are the group that stands the most to lose. th"r" fees not only
provided much of our AIS Program's funding, but provided a necessary awareness to all users
that could potentially be affected by an AIS invasion. We have been lucky that to date we
have been unaffected by AIS at our power generation facilities. If AIS invades our waters,
hydroelectric facilities would be greatly affected. What then? Reinstate a fee that has been
previously omitted? We urge the Council to continue funding our AIS Program through this
unique and innovative source.

I strongly urge the Council to not pursue any form of commercial watercraft fee to help fund
our AIS Program. Just as the nonresident fishing license fee was a punishment towards
nonresident anglers, this fee would be an unwarranted punishment to guides and outfiffers
across Montana that are our leaders in protecting our waters from AIS and bringing AIS
awareness to our clients and so many others that use the waters of Montana for recreation.
This unwarranted fee on commercial users would also be an additional financial burden
adding to the fees already paid for a non-motorized or motorized, resident or non-resident
watercraft fee, or their fees already paid for their resident or non-resident fishing license.
Further, the fee would be an additional financial expense in addition to the fees paid by their
resident or non-resident paying clients coming to Montana to experience our great water
resources.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my comments on council's AIS funding.

Regards,

Dane Huzarski



From: Rachel Frost

To: Stockwell, HoPe

Subject: Additional comments on AIS funding

Date: TuesdaY, JulY 24,2018 8:26:51 AM

Good morning Hope,
I don't know if it ii too late to submit these or not. At our quarterly meeting, some of the

members expressed concern over using gas tax to support the

AIS program as it may take from resources that support local roads and bridges.

Thisls a-supplement io our previous comments that retracts support for the gas tax portion.

If possible, please replace the last sentence of the previous comments with this sentence:

The motorized watercraft g€nerated gas tax is not supported by MRCDC for colrern that it will

take from regrurces that support local roads, bridges and other infrastructure.

Thanks,
Rachel

<><><>C><><>+<><)><>+c
Rachel Frost, Coordinator
Missouri River Conservation Districts Council
www.missouririvercounci l. info
mrcdc@macdnet.org
406-4s4-00s6



From: Wayne Egbert
To: Sltod0vell. Hope
Date: Sunday, July 22,20t9 7:50:38 AM

Wow when are they going to stop? My fishing license will now cost 200 and whatever
everyone else pays ? That's definitely not ok with me



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jed FiEpatrick

Stockwell, Hope

AIS fee

Monday, July 23, 2018 12:17:02PM

Dear Hope,

I am wriiing to voice my concern about the proposed AIS fee of $100 that is to be charged to Montana guides and

outfitters. I feel we are unfairly being targeted to fund this program, when we are the ones who educate people the

most about AIS. Furthermore, our boats are non-motorized and spend very little time in the water, so the risk of our

watercraft transmitting aquatic invasive species is very little. Most aquatic invasive species are transpofted through

motorized vessels that sit for months on bodies of water, accumulating hitchhikers for the next body of water the

owner launches onto.

Montana outfitters and guides already shoulder a tremendous financial burden to run these programs. I feel we are

an easy target because we have to purchase whatever permit is deemed upon us in order to operate our businesses.

We bring tens of millions of dollars into this economy for the benefit of all other Montana businesses, yet our

contribuiions go unnoticed and unappreciated by our govemance who seem to come up with a new "fee" each and

every year.

From the FAS fee of $100 (which I have seen no improvements to our access launches since this fee was instated),

to the rise in cost of nonresident and resident fishing licenses through the AIS fee, let alone our professional

licensing fee, individual river use fees, and required insurance premiums; we are being unfairly priced out and

singled out to fund these various programs for little to no benefit to ourselves.

In closing, please support Montana outfitters and guides and our enormous contribution to the Montana economy by

rejecting this new AIS fee of$100 placed squarely on our shoulders. It is unfair, unjustified, and an unnecessary

burden to hard-working Montana guides and outfitters.

Sincerely,

Jed Fitzpatrick
MT Outfitter #8392

244 Hoss Drive
Hamilton, MT 59840

B itterrootriverguides.com

Sent from a Montana trout stream



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Devin Scheurn

Stockwell. Hope

AIS

Wednesday, July 18, 2018 4:07:t7 PM

Dear Hope,

l'm writing on behalf of our 800-plus members and Board of Directors of the Fishing Outfitters
Association of Montana (FOAM) to express our comments on the Environmental euality Council's
(Council) Aquatic lnvasive Species funding proposal.

We fully support the Council's work and understanding to generate AIS Program funding through
a more equitably-represented fishing license fee between resident and non-residents. The
disproportionate fee significantly reduced sales of 2-day and 1O-day non-resident licenses. Non-
resident 2-day fishing license sales dropped from 130,000 in 2015 to 109,000 in 2017 .

We also support the Council's pursuit of General Fund monies to generate Montana's AIS
program funding. AIS are a concern that will affect all Montanans; therefore, using General Fund
dollars to help fund Montana's AIS Program allows all that will be potentially affected to help fund
the Program that will also provide the solution.

We fully support funding Montana's AIS Program through a motorized watercraft-generated fuel
tax. We commend Montana's Walleyes Unlimited for their innovation in bringing this potential
source of funding to light.

We urge the Council to continue to fund a portion of the AIS Program with hydroelectric power
funds. ln state AIS programs across the country, Montana was unique in using hydroelectric fees
to generate much of our AIS Program's funding. These fees not only provided much of our AIS
Program's funding, but provided a necessary awareness to all users that could potentially be
affected by an AIS invasion. We have been lucky that to date we have been unaffected by AIS at
our power generation facilities. lf AIS invades our waters, hydroelectric facilities would be greatly
affected. What then? Reinstate a fee that has been previously omitted? We urge the Councilto
continue funding our Als Program through this unique and innovative source.

We strongly urge the Council to not pursue any form of commercial watercraft fee to help fund our
AIS Program. Just as the nonresident fishing license fee was a punishment towards nonresident
anglers, this fee would be an unwarranted punishment to guides and outfitters across Montana
that are our leaders in protecting our waters from AIS and brlnging AIS awareness to our clients
and so many others that use the waters of Montana for recreation. This unwarranted fee on
commercial users would also be an additional financial burden adding to the fees already paid for
a non-motorized or motorized, resident or non-resident watercraft fee, or their fees already paid
for their resident or non-resident fishing license. Further, the fee would be an additional financial
expense in addition to the fees paid by their resident or non-resident paying clients coming to
Montana to experience our great water resources.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments on Council's AIS funding proposal. We
commend their hard work and dedication to generate this proposal through long meetings over the
last year. We eagerly look forward to working with you and the Council on this important issue.

Take care,

Devin Scheurn



From: John TalleY

To: Stockwell. HoPe

Subject: AIS Funding

Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 4:16:02 PM

Ms. Stockwell,

['m a guide in Montana and I am offended, quite frankly, that law makers are considering

addin[ another 100$ to what it would cost me to be a guide in this great state. We as guides

are front runners in educating out of state people about invasive species in our Waters. Please

continue obtaining funding through hydro electric power sources.

Thanks
John M Talley



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

jason

Stockwell. Hope

AIS FUNDING PROPOSAL

Wednesday, luly 18, 2018 5:37:16 PM

Dear Hope:

I'm writing to express my concerns on the Environmental Quality Council's (Council) Aquatic
Invasive Species funding proposal.

I urge the Council to continue to fund a portion of the AIS Program with hydroelectric power
funds. I find it ridiculous that the council is considering discontinuing requiring funds hom
the hydroelectric funds as they are the group that stands the most to lose. These fees not only
provided much of our AIS Program's funding, but provided a necessary awareness to all users
that could potentially be affected by an AIS invasion. We have been lucky that to date we
have been unaffected by AIS at our power generation facilities. If AIS invades our waters,
hydroelectric facilities would be greatly affected. What then? Reinstate a fee that has been
previously omitted? We urge the Council to continue funding our AIS Program through this
unique and innovative source.

I strongly urge the Council to not pursue any form of commercial watercraft fee to help fund
our AIS Program. Just as the nonresident fishing license fee was a punishment towards
nonresident anglers, this fee would be an unwarranted punishment to guides and outfitters
across Montana that are our leaders in protecting our waters from AIS and bringing AIS
awareness to our clients and so many others that use the waters of Montana for recreation.
This unwarranted fee on commercial users would also be an additional financial burden
adding to the fees already paid for a non-motorized or motorized, resident or non-resident
watercraft fee, or their fees already paid for their resident or non-resident fishing license.
Further, the fee would be an additional financial expense in addition to the fees paid by their
resident or non-resident paying clients coming to Montana to experience our great water
resources.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my comments on council's AIS funding.

Thanks,
Jason Fleury

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



Froml
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brian Grand

Stockwell, Hope

AIS

Wednesday. July 18, 2018 5:47:37 PM

AIS Program

The state of Montana has waited til the barn is on fire to address AIS. There has been a check station at Clearwater

Junction for 8 years. Only now that AIS was found in Montana we are scrambling to fund and defend. And

defending by wasting huge amounts of money. The check station at Clearwater is open l0-12 hrs with only a

morning iush and employs 2-4 people. You have checked my boat every DAYI same questions same check over and

its barely left the county. And you have punished the nonresident fisherman by the added fee and are losing money

on the in state fisherman. And losing money over all.

PROTECT OUR BORDERS | ! I Make it a mandatory check and clean at the borders and issue a launch stamp per

vessel. It,s not the fisherman its the boats. Reduce the redundancy at the check stations and the waste oflabor. There

is not a check station on highway 93 southl! You can put in on three major rivers and several lakes without going

through a check station.

If you just make commercial boats have to have a permit you are borderline on discrimination against guides and

outfitters if the same permit does not apply to ALL vessels.

Brian Grand

P OBox727
4231 S. Cougar Lane

Stevensville, MT 59870
(406) 531-8822
B grand@pescaderio guideservice.com

MT Guide #13509
ID Guide #18838-G

WA Guide #Pending



Froml Evan

To: Stockwell, Hope

Subject: AIS funding proposal

Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 6:49:14 pM

"Dear Hope:

l'm writing on behalf of our 800-plus members and Board of Directors of the Fishing Outfitters
Association of Montana (FOAM) to express our comments on the Environmental euality
Council's (Council) Aquatic lnvasive Species funding proposal.

We fully support the Council's work and understanding to generate AIS Program funding
through a more equitably-represented fishing license fee between resident and non-residents.
The disproportionate fee significantly reduced sales of 2-day and 1O-day non-resident licenses.
Non-resident2-day fishing license sales dropped from 130,000 in 2015 to 109,000 in ZO1T.

We also support the Council's pursuit of General Fund monies to generate Montana's AIS
program funding. AIS are a concern that will affect all Montanans; therefore, using General
Fund dollars to help fund Montana's AIS Program allows all that will be potentially affected to
help fund the Program that will also provide the solution.

We fully support funding Montana's AIS Program through a motorized watercraft-generated fuel
tax. We commend Montana's Walleyes Unlimited for their innovation in bringing this potential
source of funding to light.

We urge the Council to continue to fund a portion of the AIS Program with hydroelectric power
funds. ln state AIS programs across the country, Montana was unique in using hydroelectric
fees to generate much of our AIS Program's funding. These fees not only provided much of
our AIS Program's funding, but provided a necessary awareness to all users that could
potentially be affected by an AIS invasion. We have been lucky that to date we have been
unaffected by AIS at our power generation facilities. lf AIS invades our waters, hydroelectric
facilities would be greatly affected. What then? Reinstate a fee that has been previously
omitted? We urge the Council to continue funding our AIS Program through this unique and
innovative source."

Thanks,
Evan Youngblood
Professional flshing guide
Missoula, Montana
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From: Dylan Riis

To: Stockwell. Hope

Subject: Ais funding
Date: Thursday. July 19,2018 7:lI:26 AM

I'm writing on behalf of our 800-plus members and Board of Directors of the Fishing Outfitters Association of
Montana (FOAM) to express our comments on the Environmental Quality Council's (Council) Aquatic Invasive
Species funding proposal.

We strongly urge the Council to not pursue any form of commercial watercraft fee to help fund our AIS program.
Just as the nonresident fishing license fee was a punishment towards nonresident anglers, this fee would be an
unwarranted punishment to guides and outfitters across Montana that are our leaders in protecting our waters from
AIS and bringing AIS awareness to our clients and so many others that use the waters of Montana for recreation.
This unwarranted fee on commercial users would also be an additional financial burden adding to the fees already
paid for a non-motorized or motorized, resident or non-resident watercraft fee, or their fees already paid for their
resident or non-resident fishing license. Further, the fee would be an additional financial expense in addition to the
fees paid by their resident or non-resident paying clients coming to Montana to experience our great water.

Sincerely,
Dylan Riis



From: lohn Dominick

To: Stockwell. HoPe

Subject: AIS Funding ProPosal

Date: ThursdaY, JulY 19, 2018 9:59:10 PM

Ms. Stockwell,
l,m an outfitter and guide in Montana and against charging a $100 commercial use fee to fund the AIS

program.
Thanks for your time,

John S. Dominick
10619 Kelly Canyon Rd

Bozeman, MT 59715
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From: Allan Gadoury

To: Stockwell. Hope

Subject: AIS Funding Proposal

Datei Wednesday, July 18, 2018 4:03:22PM

Dear Ms. Stockwell

I have been a licensed MT Outfitter since 1979. It's a small high quality operation, just me, the only guide. Most of
my clients do walk trips on the spring creeks near Livingston or hunt upland birds near Lewistown. I fish lakes from
my drift boat about 6 days a year. I pay landowners a trespass fee and pay for special use permits from BLM and

State Lands Dept. I also pay for my outfitters license and the required insurance. Adding an additional $100 fee to
my boat is unfair and places an undo burden on a very small business.

Regards

Al Gadoury

6X Outfitters
Bozeman. MT
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